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Abstract 

The research reviewed the position of the Democratic Front Party for Peace and Equality  

towards the visit made by Egyptian President Anwar Sadat to Jerusalem, resulted from that visit 

was an agreement with the Israeli side to sign the Camp David Accords, which were signed in 

1978, that agreement which the Arabs in general and the Democratic Front in particular 

considered a loss of the rights of the Palestinians and the Arab cause. The research also reviewed 

the position of the Front on the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in 1978. 
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1. Introduction  

The Knesset’s invitation to Egyptian President Anwar Sadat to visit Israel caused a great stir in 

Egyptian, Arab and Israeli circles, between supporters and opponents of the visit. The invitation 

came after President Sadat expressed his readiness to visit Israel in a speech he delivered before 

the Egyptian Parliament on November 9, 1977, in order to bring peace to the region, according 

to their opinion. The visit took place despite the opposition of the Arab countries to the visit, 

which resulted in the signing of the Camp David Accords, which were unfair to the Palestinian 

cause and Arab rights in their lands, and which were considered an official recognition of the 

Israeli presence on the usurped Arab lands. The Arabs considered it a betrayal of the Arab cause. 

The position of the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality (Hadash) party was clear, as it 

strongly rejected the Camp David Accords because they did not meet any of the Palestinian rights 

to establish an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital. The party also 

condemned the operation carried out by a group of Palestinian youth in 1978, which seized an 

Israeli bus and attempted to take it to the Lebanese border, which resulted in the Zionist entity’s 

invasion of Lebanon that began at dawn on March 14, 1978, and just as the party strongly 

condemns the Israeli actions against innocent Palestinians and Lebanese, it also condemns those 

criminal actions against the Israelis. 



Kadhum Wadi Khashan, Ameera Reshak Lauabi  

2168                    Evolutionary Studies in Imaginative Culture 

 

First: The attitude of Democratic Front for Peace and Equality towards Sadat's visit to Jerusalem 

and the signing of the Camp David Accords in 1978 

Israel witnessed the ninth Knesset elections on May 17, 1977, and the results resulted in the 

defeat of the Al-Maraj Party by the Likud, and the transfer of power to their leader, Menachem 

Begin, which some considered a political coup at the level of power in "Israel". The Likud's rise 

to power was accompanied by Begin's exploitation of the speech of Egyptian President Anwar 

Sadat before the Egyptian Parliament on November 9, 1977, in which he announced his readiness 

to visit "Israel" and deliver a speech before the Knesset in order to bring peace to the region, 

which the Israelis received and quickly sent him an official invitation through the American 

embassy in Cairo to visit "Israel" (1). The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality "Hadash" 

party rejected the Egyptian position and considered that step a leap over the rights of the 

Palestinian Arab people, and the Egyptian regime represented by President Anwar Sadat 

throwing itself into the arms of American imperialism, and that Egypt did not fight the battles 

against "Israel" alone and did not occupy Not only its land, but “Israel” has occupied the lands 

of other Arab countries, and it must take into consideration the opinions of the rest of the Arab 

countries and maintain the Arab consensus and the unified position regarding the Arab-Israeli 

conflict and the Palestinian issue (2). 

On November 15, 1977, to consider the matter of inviting Sadat to "Israel", the Front members 

refrained from attending the Knesset sessions, and the party's leader, Meir Vilner, expressed his 

party's position by saying, "The exchange of praise between Sadat and Begin is a good thing for 

establishing peace and preventing a new war, and that the party is interested in removing the 

specter of bloodshed that looms over the region, and that all the peoples of the world are 

interested in liquidating the war stove in the Middle East" (3), but he denounced this matter by 

asking whether this influential position would lead to peace? He stressed that if the meeting of 

Sadat and Begin would lead to a just peace that would guarantee the rights of the Palestinian 

Arab people and lead to Israeli withdrawal from all the occupied territories, then this step would 

be supported; But this is nothing more than a major American maneuver to divert attention from 

the Israeli crimes in the occupied territories. Vilner asked, addressing his words to the Israeli 

government: “Will ‘Israel’ withdraw from the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights, 

and Sinai? Or will Prime Minister Menachem Begin, who declared the West Bank and the Gaza 

Strip to be liberated areas, withdraw?” (4). 

On November 19, 1977, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat arrived in Israel amidst a warm military 

reception and welcome from the leaders of the Israeli occupation, its former prime ministers, and 

its sectarian leaders. The next day, Sadat insisted during his visit to Jerusalem, as he went to 

perform the Eid prayer at Al-Aqsa Mosque amidst heavy guard from Israeli security forces. Sadat 

was received with applause and cheers from the worshipers who lined up to receive and welcome 

him (5). After the Eid prayer, Sadat went with Begin to the “Bad Vashem” Foundation (6) to 

visit the memorial to the victims of Nazism. Sadat arrived at the hall of the Israeli Knesset, and 

after the Speaker of the Knesset introduced him, he went to the platform and delivered his famous 

speech with great calm and composure (7). During Sadat’s presence in the Knesset, he met with 

members of the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality Party, which included Meir Vilner, 
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Tawfiq Toubi, Charlie Bitton, Tawfiq Ziad, and Hanna Moise. Vilner said, addressing Sadat: 

“We see in the proposals that “I presented it to the Knesset as a correct basis for resolving the 

Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian issue, and that you proposed to the Knesset that we 

(Israel, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and representatives of the Palestinian people) go together 

to Geneva to sign a peace agreement and put an end to the wars and call for the withdrawal of 

“Israel” from all the territories occupied in 1967, and to guarantee the right of self-determination 

for the Palestinian people and the establishment of their independent state and mutual recognition 

between “Israel” and the Arab states,” Wilner asked, directing a question to Sadat, “Why did you 

not mention the Palestine Liberation Organization?” It is the legitimate representative of the 

Palestinian people, recognized by the Arab countries and the United Nations, and no agreement 

can be reached unless “Israel” recognizes the PLO (8). However, Sadat’s meeting with the party 

members did not last more than ten minutes, and he apologized to them for the lack of time and 

left the meeting place. Welner denounced Sadat’s refusal to answer those legitimate questions 

about the rights of the Palestinian Arab people and emphasized the necessity of establishing a 

Palestinian state (9). It seems that Sadat had made his decision to move forward with peace with 

Israel, according to the Egyptian point of view, without paying attention to the demands of 

others, because he was certain of the difficulty of achieving a comprehensive solution. 

Following the signing of the Egyptian-Israeli peace agreement at Camp David between Begin 

and Sadat, on September 17, and after Begin’s return to “Israel,” that is, on September 20, 1978, 

Begin announced to journalists that there would be no Israeli withdrawal to the 1967 borders, 

and that “Israel” would continue its military control over the West Bank and Gaza under any 

agreement. He added: “The de facto annexation of Jerusalem is not subject to negotiation at all, 

and that Jerusalem is the capital of “Israel” and will not be divided” (10). 

As for Moshe Dayan, the Israeli Foreign Minister, he stressed the continuation of the Israeli 

occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and his refusal to abide by the decisions related 

to refugees, and his rejection of any form of self-determination for the Palestinian people, and 

his adherence to claims of Israeli sovereignty, and his adherence to the settlements and what he 

called the right of the Jews. As for the Israeli government, it issued assurances to the parties 

allied with it in the Knesset that there would be no change in Israeli policy regarding the occupied 

territories (11). The Front Party denounced those irresponsible statements that contradict what 

Sadat announced that he would sign an agreement that would preserve Palestinian rights and 

establish their independent state. In the official statement issued by the Front Party on September 

26, 1978, which was directed to the Israeli government, it stressed that “the Palestinian issue is 

the central issue in the Israeli-Arab conflict, and without a just and realistic solution to it, all talk 

about peace is meaningless. There is no meaning to a separate peace with the Egyptians that does 

not fulfill any of the international conditions related to the Palestinian issue” (12). 

On September 29, 1978, the Knesset approved the Camp David Accords, with 84 Knesset 

members voting in favor, while 36 members opposed, including members of the Front Party, 

who stressed their rejection of the agreement, which they considered a betrayal of the Arab 

nation, and saw it as a departure from Arab and international coordination; because the party 

found in the program of “self-administration” in the occupied territories announced by Begin, 
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that it was a continuation of the occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and a denial of 

the right of the Palestinian Arab people to self-determination, without which there could be no 

peace in the Middle East (13), and that the Egyptian regime had relinquished the demand to 

establish an independent Palestinian state and all the areas occupied by “Israel” or the demand 

to remove the Israeli settlements in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and the Golan Heights. The 

party called for the evacuation of all Israeli settlements in the occupied territories that were 

established after 1967, the establishment of a Palestinian state alongside “Israel” and the 

guarantee of equal rights for the Arab citizens of Israel, and the conduct of peace negotiations 

with all parties (14). 

The general trend in "Israel" was strongly inclined to support the agreement with the Egyptian 

regime in order to put an end to the Egyptian-Israeli conflict and also to split the Arab rally 

around the Palestinian cause, which is what the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality Party 

warned against, that this treaty gave legitimacy to the Zionist settlement in the land of Palestine 

and the occupied Arab lands in the Syrian Golan, and it is an official recognition that it is a land 

that the Arabs usurped and the Zionists regained, and that this agreement transformed the crimes 

of the Israelis into resistance and struggle to regain their usurped homeland, and a recognition 

that the Zionists have one homeland, land and history and that the Palestinian is a usurper, 

occupier and terrorizer of the Zionist citizen who is safe in his home and on his land (15), and 

that one of the repercussions of signing the Camp David Agreement was that the recognition of 

the Zionist enemy was an official public condemnation of the Arab struggle and resistance 

against the Zionist entity and an acknowledgment of Egypt's abandonment of the land of 

Palestine (16). On March 22, 1979, the Front Party submitted a draft to the Israeli Knesset 

through the head of the party's parliamentary bloc, Meir Vilner, which stipulated the Knesset's 

rejection of the Camp David Agreement because It abandoned Palestinian rights, excluded just 

peace in the region, and doubled the risk of war breaking out again. As long as the occupation 

continues in the Palestinian and Syrian territories, peace will not be achieved. The Knesset must 

reject the plan for Palestinian self-rule under Israeli control. A decision must be issued by the 

Knesset obligating the Israeli government to withdraw from the Arab territories occupied in 

1967, recognize the rights of the Palestinian people to establish their independent state with 

Jerusalem as its capital, withdraw from the Golan Heights, and establish a real peace between 

Israel and its Arab neighbors (17). 

But the decision did not see the light and the Speaker of the Knesset Yitzhak Shamir (18), who 

belongs to the ruling Likud party in “Israel”, did not agree to present the project, and did not put 

it on the agenda of the Knesset session. When Fletcher tried to object to the decision of the 

Speaker of the Knesset, Shamir threatened to expel him from the session, and stressed that the 

Knesset, with all its members, had approved the Camp David Accords and that the Knesset had 

given its approval to continue negotiations with the Egyptian regime, and that no one in “Israel” 

had the right to object to the agreement as long as it was in the interest of “Israel” (19). With the 

signing of the final agreement on the Camp David Accords between “Israel” and Egypt in 1979 

under the auspices of US President Jimmy Carter, the Front Party issued a statement that said: 

“The Camp David Accords made the future of the Palestinian issue open and a subject for 

negotiation between “Israel” and Jordan, and excluded negotiations with the Palestinians 
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themselves, and made the issue of Jerusalem and settlements without an agreement, which does 

not change anything in the current situation. The party saw that the Camp David Accords not 

only deprived the Palestinian people of the right to self-determination and left the Palestinian 

issue without a settlement, but also placed the Palestinian people under the continuation of The 

occupation, stressing that accepting the Camp David Accords means surrendering to Israeli 

dictates and behind them the United States of America, which encouraged the Israeli Prime 

Minister to say publicly before the Knesset that a Palestinian state will not be established, 

whatever the circumstances, and that Israel refuses to negotiate with the Palestine Liberation 

Organization, describing it as “terrorist,” and that sovereignty over the West Bank and the Gaza 

Strip will be for Israel only. At the end of the statement, the party called for Arab solidarity to 

fight the agreement, reject it, and not to be led by the Egyptian regime, which is a traitor to the 

Arab cause (20). 

Second / The attitude of Democratic Front for Peace and Equality towards the first Israeli 

invasion of Lebanese territory in  1978 

On the morning of March 11, 1978, a Palestinian guerrilla group led by Dalal Mughrabi (21) 

succeeded in reaching the shores of Tel Aviv by two boats, without the Israelis being able to 

discover it due to their lack of correct assessment of the Palestinians’ audacity (22). The group 

succeeded in infiltrating the suburbs of Tel Aviv and seized an Israeli bus, trying to take it 

towards the Lebanese border. The Israeli government responded to the operation by forming a 

special army unit led by Ehud Barak (23) to deal with the problem, and surrounded the guerrillas 

using planes and tanks, which prompted the commander of the operation, Dalal Mughrabi, to 

blow up the bus and its passengers, which resulted in the killing of 37 Israelis on the bus. As 

soon as the guerrillas ran out of ammunition, Ehud Barak ordered the killing of all 12 guerrillas 

with machine guns, and they were all martyred, including Dalal Mughrabi. This was on March 

14, 1978 (24). 

The party condemned that operation and considered it a terrorist operation against innocent 

Israeli civilians. The Front Party called for stopping those operations that do not achieve any 

benefit or international sympathy, especially since those operations only target innocent people 

and that they harm the just cause of the Palestinian Arab people and give their enemies arguments 

to push world public opinion to abandon support for the national rights of the Palestinian people, 

whose justice has been recognized by the United Nations. Just as the party strongly condemns 

the Israeli actions against innocent people, it also condemns those criminal acts (25).  

Israel took advantage of that operation and threatened to launch a military operation in southern 

Lebanon. Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin confirmed on March 3, 1978 that the operation 

was nothing but a reflection of Arab hatred for Jews, and threatened to eliminate anyone who 

provided aid and assistance to the fedayeen group that carried out that crime. Begin attacked the 

Palestine Liberation Organization and described it as a terrorist organization and refused to 

recognize the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination on the pretext that this right 

means establishing a Palestinian state headed by murderers (26). Israel believed that the 

perpetrators of the fedayeen operation received training and preparation for the operation in the 

training camps of the Palestinian organizations in Lebanon, especially since the fedayeen 
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operation was named after “Kamal Adwan” because it came in revenge for Israel’s assassination 

of a Palestinian leader and others, in addition to other reasons that prompted Israel to carry out 

this invasion, including on April 21, 1978, the killing of an Israeli soldier by a mine explosion 

inside Lebanese territory. Israeli leaders considered that the incident was planned and an 

offensive act (27). The Zionist entity claimed that it aspired to establish a security buffer zone 

25 miles north of the Lebanese and Israeli borders, with the aim of distancing Palestinian fighters 

from this area and reducing the risk of their attacks on Israeli settlements across the border into 

the Galilee (287). In addition, Israel wanted this operation to impose and tighten its grip on 

Lebanon, strike and destroy the Palestine Liberation Organization, and expel Syria from 

Lebanon, as well as create a buffer zone or security belt 40 kilometers deep (29). “Israel” carried 

out its threat and invaded southern Lebanon on March 14, 1978, and was initially able to occupy 

the southern region up to the Litani River, with the exception of the city of Tyre, with the 

participation of 20,000 soldiers. It was known as “Operation Litani,” which lasted six days (30). 

The Israeli Knesset, headed by Yitzhak Shamir, unanimously supported the military operation 

in Lebanon, with the exception of the Democratic Front for Peace and Equality party, on the 

necessity of implementing this operation. The Hadash party rejected the Israeli invasion of 

Lebanese territory and issued a statement against the Israeli government ((considering it a 

government with a terrorist orientation that does not distinguish between criminals and innocents 

and is no different from previous Israeli governments thirsty for Arab blood, and that this 

operation did not come except after the "vile" understandings with the Egyptian regime regarding 

the loss of the rights of the Palestinian people. The Front party demanded that "the Israeli 

government withdraw from Lebanese territory and comply with the resolutions of the United 

Nations and the Security Council and also withdraw from all occupied territories)) (31).  

It also demanded that the Knesset presidency include on its agenda the issue of the Israeli army 

invading Lebanon. The party said in its letter to the Knesset that the Israeli army's invasion of 

Lebanon, which began at dawn on March 14, 1978, and the bombing operations by sea, air and 

on the ground, had inflicted heavy losses on secure civilians in refugee camps and villages, and 

that this was considered an act of (32) As a result of the Israeli aggression on Lebanon, the United 

Nations decided to deploy UNIFIL forces (33) on the border on March 19, 1978, after the UN 

Security Council issued two resolutions, 425-426, which stressed the need to stop “Israeli” 

military operations, withdraw the Israeli army from southern Lebanon, respect Lebanese 

territory, determine the priorities of the international emergency forces and how to finance them, 

and set their term of operation at six months, renewable. The Israeli government did not 

cooperate with the previous Security Council resolutions, but withdrew to the international 

border after three months, and handed over its positions to the South Lebanon Army led by Saad 

Haddad (34), which attacked the UN forces, which prompted the Security Council to issue its 

resolution No. (444), which it issued in January 19, 1979, which demanded that it withdraw all 

its military forces and civilian cadres from southern Lebanon, to be replaced by the international 

emergency forces (35). 
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2. Results: 

1. The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality (Hadash) party rejected the Camp David 

Accords because they did not meet any of the Palestinian rights to establish an independent 

Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital alongside Israel. The Front party considered that 

the statements of the Israeli leaders were the greatest evidence of their bad intentions in not 

recognizing Palestinian rights and their lack of seriousness in withdrawing from the occupied 

Arab territories, and that the goal sought by the Israelis was to remove Egypt from the Arab ranks 

and create a deep rift between the Arab positions. 

2. The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality party looks with one eye at all operations 

targeting civilians, whether Palestinian or Israeli, which means that the party's vision was based 

on rejecting violence in all its forms for the purpose of reaching peaceful solutions to the conflict. 

3. The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality feared that Egyptian President Anwar Sadat’s 

visit to Israel and his speech in the Knesset would lead to the signing of a separate peace 

agreement between Egypt and Israel, and that peace would be at the expense of the rights of the 

Palestinian Arab people and the occupied Arab territories, especially since the Front denounced 

President Sadat for not mentioning the Palestine Liberation Organization, the legitimate 

representative of the Palestinian people, recognized internationally and Arab-wise, during his 

speech in the Knesset and the lack of clarity in his vision for a just peace in the region. 
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College of Education, Department of History, 2020, p. 33. 

(35) Hatem Rahi Al-Zubaidi and Riyah Marza Al-Madhti, the previous source, p. 19. 
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