ESIC2024 Posted: 08/11/2024

Integrating Cultures in Teaching English: The
Importance of Diversity and Pluralism

Sumaya Nadhir Ali Al Shareef

AlImam Al Adham University College, Baghdad, Iraq, smyalshareef@yahoo.com

Abstract

This research explores the significance of integrating cultures into English language teaching.
It argues that diversity and multiculturalism enhance the learning experience, fostering a deeper
understanding of English and promoting cultural awareness. English serves as a global
language, facilitating communication and cultural exchange. The study aims to investigate how
different cultures can be integrated into English language learning, particularly for advanced
learners. It will explore the impact on language development and communication skills, as well
as the challenges and barriers faced by teachers and students in implementing this approach.
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1. Introduction

Integrating culture into English language teaching is key to effective inclusive language learning.
Diversity and multiculturalism in the classroom enrich the curriculum and broaden students'
perspectives. Multiculturalism." of learning gives students a deeper understanding of English
Cultural integration is not limited to language learning but extends to the development of the
learner’s personality and cultural awareness. (Cenoz, Jasone, and Durk Gorter, eds. 2015)

English also plays an important role in cultural diversification, acting as a global language for
communication and knowledge sharing between individuals from different backgrounds
Education, student exchange, social media, travel and tourism, trade and commerce for people
have the opportunity to learn and appreciate new cultures. (Cenoz, J. 2009)

Integrating culture into English language classes represents a quantum leap in the curriculum, as
it increases students’ interest and encourages their perseverance By linking vocabulary and
grammar to their cultural understanding, students acquire deep understanding of language and
able to use it flexibly in a diverse environment Whknow the customs and traditions of different
peoples, enrich their experiences and expand their horizons Furthermore, integration among
different cultures enforces encourage communication and interaction with others, and help
develop students’ communication skills. As a result, students feel confident about themselves
and their abilities by understanding that their culture is an integral part of the learning process
and contributes to the learning environment. (Auer, P. ,2022)
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2. Research Problem:

The main challenge of this study is to show how different cultures will integrate in the English
language learning process, and how this integration affects advanced language learning and the
development of students’ communication skills. Furthermore, the study aims to reveal the
challenges and barriers faced by teachers and students in implementing and complying with this
approach. (Blackledge, 2010)

The importance of research:
The significance of this research is the following:

Developing teaching strategies: This research contributes to the development of effective and
innovative English language teaching strategies by using multiculturalism as a powerful teaching
tool.

Enhancing learning: This study contributes to understanding how multicultural exposure can

improve students’ motivation and interest in English, as well as their effective communication
skills.

Creating multicultural learning communities: This research contributes to the creation of more
inclusive and diverse and receptive learning communities, where all students feel they are an
integral part of the curriculum.

Meeting the demands of globalization: The aim of this study is to meet the growing demands of
globalization, where effective cross-cultural communication has become a necessity in today’s
world

3. Research objectives

The purpose of this study is to:

1. A review of related literature using multicultural integration in English language teaching.
2. Active intercultural inclusion in the curriculum.

3. Evaluate the influence of culture in developing advanced language learning and
communication skills among students.

4. ldentifying the challenges and consequences faced by teachers in implementing this approach.

5. Develop strategies and policies to support cultural inclusion in English language teaching

4. Research methodology:

Due to the nature of the study, a descriptive approach was employed through a combination of a
comprehensive review of relevant literature and current classroom practice.

1. Concept and term
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The term "language” refers to the ability of an individual to switch between multiple languages
fluently, using his/her cultural knowledge and native language, and depending on the social
interaction situation this ability enables individuals to communicate effectively culturally
diversity and express their unique linguistic and cultural identities (Garcia & Otheguy, 2020)
Methodology.

While "multilingualism™ refers to the multiplicity of languages in a society, "linguistic
competence" goes further to include an individual's ability to effectively use a variety of contexts,
using their cultural context (Auer, 2022) .

While the notion of "multilingualism” draws attention to the multiplicity of languages in society,
"linguistics” goes further to mine the ability to use these languages flexibly effectively in
everyday life, to draw attention to an individual’s broader culture

2. Integrating cultures into the curriculum:

Many countries have adopted language translation as an integral part of their education system,
especially in early childhood. Learning multiple languages at an early age enhances children’s
ability to communicate and interact with others from different cultures, preparing them for
successful careers in a multicultural world. (Cameron, Deborah. 1995)

Integrating multiculturalism into classrooms provides children with many benefits, including
enhancing their language skills, expanding their skills, and developing their critical thinking and
problem-solving abilities. (Bakhtin, Mikhail. 1981)

Integrating cultures in education goes beyond language learning; it develops aspects of a
student's personality, including cultural identity, critical thinking and communication skills. This
integration helps prepare a generation of potential.” live and work in a multicultural world.

Cultural exchange contributes greatly to children's intellectual development, as they develop
problem solving, creativity, and critical thinking. These important skills enhance future academic
and professional success, and solve challenges that are helpful for the right individuals well-
protected management (Muszynska, 2015).

By integrating multiculturalism into the curriculum, schools can prepare students for a life filled
with challenges and opportunities in a connected and diverse world. This rich learning
environment fosters a. it is rigorous, creative and collaborative, and prepares students well to
face challenges. (Busch, Brigitta. 2014)

Realizing the benefits of a multilingual environment creates countless educational opportunities.
By using effective strategies, teachers can develop a love of learning and a desire to explore other
cultures.” in their students, thereby enhancing their life skills and setting them up for future
success. (Adamson, 2009)

Celebrating cultural events or presentations where students can share their language and cultural
traditions with the class enhances cultural appreciation and makes students feel valued for their
linguistic heritage for participation. improve and enhance the curriculum in addition to their
critical thinking, problem solving and effective communication skills. (Garcia, O. ,2009)
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Labeling can be used to transform classrooms into immersive, multilingual spaces. This simple
but effective approach helps students learn new vocabulary in different languages, expands their
cultural background, and it encourages them to communicate and communicate with other
languages. (Muszynska, B. ,2015)

We can also celebrate language diversity in the classroom by encouraging students to use their
native language and learn new greetings in other languages. Students can create posters with
greetings in different languages to display in the classroom, make rich and multicultural learning
environment. (Blackledge, 2014)

Multilingual brainstorming is a powerful tool for promoting cooperative learning and developing
intercultural communication skills. By having students first speak in their native language, then
express themselves." we can help build connections between their mother tongue and the target
language. (Muszynska, B. ,2015)

The Language Buddy program is an innovative initiative aimed at connecting students from
different language backgrounds. Each student acts as a tutor and student for their language
partner, providing a rich learning environment that reflects the collaboration and cultural
exchange We can help them identify similarities and differences in policies and rules, thus
enhancing their understanding of the mother tongue and expanding their linguistic skills.
(Adamson, 2009)

We can use film clips and songs in different languages as effective teaching tools. These clips
enable students to identify different vocabularies, expand their vocabulary, improve their
vocabulary and explore culture in various ways. (Busch, Brigitta. 2014)

Independent exploration and intercultural and multilingual engagement provide opportunities to
encourage students and parents to create projects such as booklets, podcasts, or games to express
and build their language skills. an emphasis on their creativity, and a diverse classroom library."
including books, magazines and other items. (Cenoz, Jasone, and Durk Gorter, eds. 2015)

integrating these activities, teachers can create a stimulating learning environment that celebrates
multilingualism and empowers students to become confident multilingual users. Fully realizing
the benefits of integrating multiculturalism into early childhood education requires a greater
understanding of the principles and practices of this approach to enable teachers to navigate the
rich linguistic and cultural diversity of contemporary classrooms on the snow. Educational
institutions can incorporate intercultural education modules into teacher training programs to
equip future teachers with the knowledge and skills they need to navigate the complexities of
multilingual classrooms. This allows teachers to see languages in the classroom as a valuable
resource that enhances the learning experience for all students, rather than a challenge. (Cenoz,
J. 2009)

Cultural integration focuses on building bridges, breaking down barriers, and unleashing the
magic of linguistic diversity. Embracing intercultural education in early childhood sends a
powerful message about the importance of diversity, equality, and inclusion. By recognizing and
valuing the unique linguistic and cultural contributions that each child brings to the learning
environment, it fosters a sense of belonging among children within the classroom and school. By
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appreciating and celebrating linguistic diversity, educators not only nurture the rich cultures
within the classroom but also lay the foundation for a more tolerant, compassionate, and
culturally rich society. (Cameron, Deborah. 1995)

3. Integrating cultures into the curriculum

Integrating cultural diversity into English language learning presents both challenge and
opportunity. On the one hand, this approach requires careful planning and adequate resources.
In other words, it opens up new ways of learning and enriches the educational experience. In this
article, we will explore the importance of cultural integration, the strategies available, and how
to overcome the challenges teachers may face. (Bakhtin, Mikhail. 1981)

3.1 Theoretical and methodological foundations
A. Cooperative learning theory

Collaborative learning theory is the cornerstone of cross-cultural integration in English language
learning. By fostering collaboration among students from different cultural backgrounds, this
principle goes beyond an ordinary learning strategy and becomes a powerful tool for creating
inclusive and rich learning communities. When students work together, they learn to
communicate effectively, appreciate different perspectives, and build healthy relationships. They
exchange knowledge and experiences and identify similarities and differences in their cultures.
Furthermore, working together on joint projects enhances problem-solving and decision-making
skills, stimulating critical thinking and objective analysis of issues. Most importantly, co-
curricular learning fosters students’ respect and appreciation for cultural differences. (Anzaldua,
Gloria. 1987)

B. Multiple intelligences

Howard Gardner's theory of multiple intelligences changed our understanding of how individuals
learn. Rather than focusing on a single concept, this theory emphasizes psychological abilities,
each world has its own unique way of expressing itself and interacting with others If we relate
this theory to culture change in the acquisition of English, we find that we can target a broader
range of these intelligences . By offering cultural activities, we allow students to express
themselves in a variety of ways, whether it’s writing stories, painting, playing music, or even
engaging in philosophical discussions. Consequently, we encourage them to use their full
intellectual potential, deepening their understanding of language and culture. (Blommaert, Jan.
2010)

Cultural activities to meet students’ multiple intelligences can include creative stories and
culturally inspired poems, organizing discussions on cultural topics, reading books from
different sources can create visual-spatial intelligence through stories that telling, drawing and
manipulating mental maps. Cultural games can be designed to use body and movement
intelligence, daily life activities in other cultures, and cultural crafts Musical intelligence can
involve listening to music from different cultures in 1990, musical instrument classes and folk
dance instruction. Logical intelligence and mathematics should not be neglected by solving
cultural puzzles, analyzing data, and conducting culturally inspired scientific experiments Social
intelligence can be targeted by discussing philosophical questions, applying theory, and drawing
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inspiration from nature. Finally, social skills can be developed through teamwork, interviews,
and participation in volunteer activities. (Auer, P. ,2022)

The benefits of integration in teaching multiple intelligences are multifaceted. By providing a
variety of activities that meet students’ individual needs, students feel more connected to the
topic, increasing their understanding and retention of information. This diversity prepares
students to meet the challenges of the modern world, it also helps develop a wide range of skills
including critical thinking, creativity and collaboration Most importantly, this approach fosters
a socially conscious mindset development Understanding is available. (D’warte, J., & Slaughter,
Y. ,2024)

3.2 Specialized teaching strategies:

Culture can incorporate education in a variety of ways. For example, project-based learning
provides opportunities for students to work together on research or creative projects that reflect
their cultural diversity, students can also be divided into groups of similar or different cultures
to share projects, a fosters cultural exchange and mutual learning. Additionally, modern
technologies such as specialized instructional software and platforms can facilitate student
collaboration and provide diverse learning materials. Additionally, studying comparative
literature, comparing literary sources from different cultures helps to understand deeper cultural
understandings and develops critical research skills Finally, students can connect with students
from other countries have engaged in virtual cultural exchanges online, expanding their culture
and encouraging multicultural networking. (Garcia, O., & Otheguy, R. ,2020)

5. Conclusion:

In an increasingly interconnected and culturally diverse world, the role of cross-cultural
integration in English language learning emerges as an important tool in developing students’
communication skills and building comprehension strategies in the interpersonal. The results of
this study showed that the integration of culture into the educational process has many positive
effects on students and teachers. This approach has helped increase students’ motivation and
interest in learning, enhance their critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, and broaden
their cultural It has also provided opportunities for teachers to develop their teaching skills and
other motivational teaching methods have been used.

However, the approach of integrating multiculturalism in English language teaching faces some
challenges, such as lack of adequate educational materials, lack of teachers’ experience in this
area, cultural differences among students and the production of varan is important

Please note that there are options for translating this text into English, taking into account
educational and cultural contexts:

First choice (which is more strategic):

Based on the foregoing points, the following conclusions can be drawn.
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Cultural Identity Development: Cultural immersion helps students appreciate their cultural
identity and fosters a sense of belonging.

Improve academic performance: Many studies have shown that students who participate in
multicultural educational programs achieve better academic performance.

Preparing for a Multicultural World: An education that adequately prepares students to live and
work in a world of multicultural reality.

Enhancing social and emotional skills: Cultural integration promotes social skills such as
cooperation and understanding, and emotional skills such as empathy and tolerance

Increased awareness of global issues: Helps students better understand contemporary global
issues such as migration, diversity and social justice.

Recommendations: The research recommends the following:

. Providing specialized training programs for teachers on integrating cultures into
teaching.

. Developing diverse and culturally relevant teaching materials.

. Building a learning environment that fosters mutual respect and tolerance.

. Conducting further research to deepen the understanding of the positive impacts of this
approach.

WORKS CITED

Auer, P. (2022). 5 ‘Translanguaging’ or ‘Doing Languages’? Multilingual practices and the

notion of ‘Codes’. In Multilingual Perspectives on Translanguaging (pp. 126-153). Multilingual Matters.
https://doi.org/10.21832/9781800415690-007

Cummins, J. (2014). Mainstreaming plurilingualism: Restructuring heritage language

provision in schools. Rethinking Heritage Language Education, 1-19.

D'warte, J., & Slaughter, Y. (2024). Examining plurilingual repertoires: A focus on policy,

practice, and assessment in the Australian context. In S. Melo-Pfeifer & C. Ollivier (Eds.), Assessment of
plurilingual competence and plurilingual learners in educational settings: Educative issues and empirical
approaches (pp. 62-75). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003177197-5

Garcia, O. (2009). Translanguaging as a bridge for understanding in bilingual education.

Educational Researcher, 38(1), 13-24.

Garcia, O., & Otheguy, R. (2020). Plurilingualism and translanguaging: commonalities and

divergences. International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 23(1), 17-35.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13670050.2019.1598932

Muszynska, B. (2015). Ways of measuring the effectiveness of bilingual education programs

in primary schools in Europe. Retrieved from https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Ways-of-measuring-the-
effectiveness-of-bilingual-in-Muszynska/62d8cb4ad0a3c1145¢1c147724132d08cc065d61

Adamson, Robert D., and Anwei Feng. 2009. “A Comparison of Trilingual Education Policies for Ethnic
Minorities in China.” Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education 39 (3): 321-333.
doi: 10.1080/03057920802436258

Anzaldia, Gloria. 1987. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza. San Francisco: Aunt Lute Books.

Araljo e S4, Maria Helena, and Silvia Melo-Pfeifer. 2009. “Online Plurilingual Interaction in the Development
of Language Awareness.” Language Awareness 16 (1): 7—14. doi:10.2167/1a356.0.

902 Evolutionary Studies in Imaginative Culture



Integrating Cultures in Teaching English: The Importance of Diversity and Pluralism

Bailey, Benjamin. 2007. “Heteroglossia and Boundaries.” In Bilingualism: A Social Approach, edited by
Monica Heller, 257-274. Basingstoke: Palgrave.

Baker, Colin. 2001. Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism. 3rd ed. Bristol: Multilingual Matters.

Bakhtin, Mikhail. 1981. Dialogic Imagination: Four Essays. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Blackledge, Adrian, and Angela Creese. 2010. Multilingualism: A Critical Perspective. London: Continuum.

Blackledge, Adrian, and Angela Creese, eds. 2014. Heteroglossia as Practice and Pedagogy. Dordrecht:
Springer.

Blommaert, Jan. 2010. The Sociolinguistics of Globalization. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Brock-Utne, Birgit. 2006. “English as the Language of Instruction or Destruction — How Do Teachers and
Students in Tanzania Cope?” In Empowerment Through Language and Education: Cases and Case
Studies from North America, Europe, Africa and Japan”, edited by Albert Weidemann and Birgit Smieja,
75-91. Frankfurt: Peter Lang.

Bunyi, Grace, and Leila Schroeder. 2014. “Bilingual Education in Sub-Saharan Africa: Policies and Practices.”
In Bilingual and Multilingual Education, edited by Ofelia Garcia, Angel Lin, and Stephen May, 311-328.
Cham: Springer.

Busch, Brigitta. 2014. “Building on Heteroglossia and Heterogeneity: The Experience of a Multilingual
Classroom.” In Heteroglossia as Practice and Pedagogy, edited by Adrian Blackedge and Angela Creese,
21-40. Dordrecht: Springer.

Cameron, Deborah. 1995. Verbal Hygiene. London: Routledge.

Canagarajah, Suresh. 2013. Translingual Practice: Global Englishes and Cosmopolitan Relations. London:
Routledge.

Candelier, Michel, ed. 2003. L’éveil aux langues a I'école primaire: Evlang: bilan d’'une innovation européenne.
Bruxelles: De Boeck/Ducolot.

Cenoz, J. 2009. Towards Multilingual Education: Basque Educational Research from an International
Perspective. Bristol: Multilingual Matters.

Cenoz, Jasone, and Durk Gorter, eds. 2015. Multilingual Education: Between Language Learning and
Translanguaging. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

ESIC | Vol. 8.2 | No. S4 | 2024 903



