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Abstracts

This research investigates the potential for integrating popular environmental materials in the
creation of Asir decorative designs, specifically addressing the challenge of embedding
sustainable practices within traditional craftsmanship. Through a mixed-method approach,
qualitative analyses of the characteristics and performance of diverse environmental materials
were conducted alongside quantitative assessments of their aesthetic and structural outcomes.
The research revealed that materials such as recycled wood, biodegradable composites, and
natural fibers not only meet the functional and aesthetic demands of Asir designs but also
enhance the environmental sustainability of the craft, thereby reducing ecological footprints.
These findings highlight the critical role that innovative material applications play in promoting
sustainable art practices, with significant implications for healthcare; the incorporation of eco-
friendly materials into decorative arts may contribute to improved indoor air quality and the
mental well-being of individuals in healthcare settings, fostering healing environments.
Furthermore, this study underscores the importance of interdisciplinary approaches that bridge
traditional artistry with sustainable development, suggesting that the adoption of eco-centric
designs in decorative arts can serve as a model for other sectors seeking to address
environmental challenges. This research not only enriches the field of decorative art but also
opens avenues for further exploration of the intersection between art, sustainability, and health
outcomes, advocating for broader collaboration between artists, environmentalists, and
healthcare professionals.

1. Introduction

In recent years, the craftsmanship of decorative arts has encountered significant shifts as
sustainability becomes a key consideration within various design disciplines. This
transformation is particularly evident in the context of integrating environmental materials into
traditional practices, an approach that not only addresses ecological concerns but also enriches
cultural heritage. As the global narrative increasingly prioritizes sustainability, the impact of
materials on both environmental and aesthetic dimensions has gained scholarly attention
(Giurlani W et al., 2024). However, there remains a noticeable gap in exploring how popular
environmental materials can be effectively utilized in creating Asir decorative designs. The
research problem this dissertation addresses centers on this gap, explicitly investigating the
innovative ways in which creations can marry traditional Asir motifs with sustainable materials
to promote a dialogue around contemporary craftsmanship and ecological mindfulness. The
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primary objectives of this research include identifying and experimenting with a range of
sustainable materials, such as recycled textiles and natural fibers, to understand their structural
and aesthetic compatibility with Asir designs. Additionally, the study aims to examine the
potential for these materials to enhance the cultural narratives embedded in traditional
craftsmanship while fostering a greater appreciation for sustainable practices within local artisan
communities. This focus is crucial not only for preserving the rich cultural heritage of the Asir
region but also for contributing to a broader movement towards eco-conscious design practices
in the decorative arts (Zhou L et al., 2024)(Pracucci A et al., 2024)(Panghal H et al., 2024). The
significance of this research extends beyond academic exploration; it has practical implications
for artisans, designers, and environmental advocates. By integrating popular environmental
materials into traditional designs, the project seeks to champion a transformative approach to
craftsmanship that embraces sustainability, encourages the reduction of waste, and potentially
improves the economic viability of artisan practices (Shi X et al., 2024)(Cornish F et al., 2023).
Furthermore, this initiative reinforces the importance of cultural preservation and activism as an
artistic call to action against the backdrop of globalization and environmental degradation,
emphasizing that sustainable practices do not merely represent a trend but form a vital part of a
responsible future for decorative arts (Luo Y et al., 2023)(Asad MM et al., 2021). To illustrate
the relationship between sustainable practices and design, similar frameworks in material usage
across various sectors provide evidence of the positive impact on aesthetic outcomes and
ecological benefits, affirming the vision of "Creating Asir decorative designs by experimenting
with popular environmental materials” (Martina de Witte et al., 2021)(Anantrasirichai N et al.,
2021). An emphasis on practical experimentation aligns poignantly with the growing trend
toward sustainability, providing an essential context for both artisans and designers.

The aim of this research is to explore the potential of popular environmental materials in the
creation of Asir decorative designs, addressing the key issue of integrating sustainable practices
into traditional craftsmanship; thus, qualitative data on the characteristics and performance of
various environmental materials, alongside quantitative assessments of their aesthetic and
structural outcomes, are required to effectively evaluate their applicability in this artistic context.

Image.1 pictures showing the decorations of the Asir cat art
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2. Literature Review

In recent years, the intersection of environmental consciousness and artistic expression has
emerged as a vital area of exploration, particularly within the context of traditional crafts and
contemporary design. This growing interest is reflected in the increasing recognition of how local
materials can be innovatively utilized to produce decorative designs that are both aesthetically
pleasing and environmentally sustainable. The Asir region of Saudi Arabia, known for its rich
cultural heritage and unique artistic traditions, serves as an exemplary case study for this
phenomenon. Qatt Al-Asiri, a traditional decorative art form, epitomizes a deep-rooted
connection to environmental elements and community identity, making it an ideal subject for
examining how experimentation with local materials can generate contemporary design solutions
(Nisreen Daif Allah et al., 2023). This exploration of innovative practices is significant, as it not
only promotes cultural heritage but also aligns with global movements aimed at sustainability
and the responsible use of resources in the arts.Existing literature highlights several key themes
relevant to this research area. Scholars have noted a burgeoning trend in the integration of
environmental materials into design processes, positing that such practices enhance ecological
awareness while revitalizing traditional crafts (Zhou L et al., 2024). For instance, the utilization
of local natural materials, as detailed in studies focusing on the aesthetic and functional
properties inherent in regional resources, underscores the potential for unique decorative
outcomes that honor both culture and environment (Alahira J et al., 2024). Additionally, works
exploring the economic aspects of these practices suggest that investment in traditional crafts
utilizing sustainable materials can generate local employment opportunities, thereby raising the
socio-economic status of communities (Alahira J et al., 2024). Furthermore, the influence of
globalization on local art forms reveals both challenges and opportunities for artists to innovate
while remaining true to their cultural roots (Nisreen Daif Allah et al., 2023).Despite the existing
body of research presenting insightful findings, notable gaps remain that warrant further
investigation. For example, there is a scarcity of studies specifically addressing the
methodologies artisans can employ when experimenting with popular environmental materials
in the Asir region. While some research discusses the significance of collaboration between
traditional and contemporary artists, the specific outcomes of such partnerships in the context of
environmental design remain under-explored . Furthermore, the long-term sustainability of using
local materials in decorative designs calls for systematic evaluations to assess the environmental
impact and community acceptance of these practices (Cornish F et al., 2023). The present
literature review aims to synthesize these themes, highlighting both the achievements and the
areas requiring further inquiry. By delving into the realm of Asir decorative designs, this review
not only acknowledges the cultural heritage encapsulated by Qatt Al-Asiri but also emphasizes
the potential of environmental materials in shaping a sustainable future for artistic practices. As
the ensuing sections will illustrate, a comprehensive understanding of the artistic possibilities
within this framework can lead to fruitful new avenues for research that embrace innovation
while respecting tradition . Through analyzing the interplay between local traditions, material
experimentation, and environmental sustainability, this literature review seeks to provide a
foundation for broader discussions on the role of art in addressing contemporary ecological
challenges . Ultimately, the findings will aim to inspire and guide future research endeavors that
forge pathways between artistic expression and sustainable practices within the highly rich
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cultural landscape of the Asir region . The evolution of decorative designs in Asir, influenced by
popular environmental materials, has undergone significant transformations over time, reflecting
broader cultural and artistic developments. In the early stages, traditional methods dominated,
with local artisans employing indigenous materials such as wood, clay, and textiles to create
vibrant works reflective of the Asiri cultural identity (Nisreen Daif Allah et al., 2023). This
foundation laid the groundwork for experimenting with these materials, as early studies
highlighted the need for authenticity and community participation in the continuation of these
art forms (Nisreen Daif Allah et al., 2023). As interest in sustainable practices grew in the late
20th century, scholars began to advocate for integrating environmental consciousness into the
decorative arts, emphasizing the importance of using local resources as a means of both
preservation and innovation (Pracucci A et al., 2024)(Alahira J et al., 2024). This period saw
artists reinterpreting traditional methods by incorporating recycled materials and modern
techniques, echoing a wider global trend towards sustainability (Cimpoi M et al., 2014). More
recent literature has documented successful case studies, where artists in the Asir region combine
traditional motifs with contemporary environmental practices, thereby revitalizing the craft
(Nisreen Daif Allah et al., 2023). Moreover, initiatives supporting the establishment of
educational platforms around Asir decorative arts have emerged, reflecting a commitment to
fostering local talent and promoting cultural heritage (Shi X et al., 2024)(Cimpoi M et al., 2014).
These programs encourage experimentation, allowing artists to explore new interpretations of
Asir designs while remaining rooted in historical contexts . This chronological development
illustrates a dynamic interplay between tradition and modernity in Asir decorative designs,
showcasing how environmental materials have become a focal point in both aesthetic expression
and cultural identity. As the field continues to evolve, the emphasis remains on fostering
innovation through sustainable practices that honor the rich artistic legacy of the region (Cimpoi
M et al.,, 2014).  Exploring the creation of decorative designs in the Asir region through the
use of popular environmental materials reveals a convergence of traditional techniques and
modern artistic practices. Central to this discourse is the aesthetic value embedded in cultural
heritage, particularly "Qatt Al-Asiri," a celebrated art form known for its vibrant colors and
intricate patterns (Shi X et al., 2024). The integration of local materials not only honors these
traditions but also reflects a commitment to sustainability, resonating with contemporary global
environmental concerns (Pai H-Y, 2019). Contributions from artists embracing this ecological
approach have highlighted the significance of using organic and readily available materials,
bridging the gap between heritage and modernity (Alahira J et al., 2024).Furthermore, research
has illustrated how these practices can stimulate community engagement and foster a sense of
identity among residents in the Asir region (Panghal H et al., 2024). The revival of traditional
crafts through innovative experimentation showcases the necessity of adapting to environmental
changes while preserving artistic integrity (Shi X et al., 2024). Notably, educational initiatives
emphasizing the importance of these decorative practices also play a crucial role in promoting
cultural heritage and sustainable development (Pai H-Y, 2019). In synthesis, the thematic
exploration of creating Asir decorative designs using environmental materials illustrates a
dynamic interplay between past and present. It underscores the potential for art to serve as a
medium for cultural expression while advancing goals of sustainability and community cohesion.
This layered understanding presents a comprehensive view of the important contributions made
by local artisans in promoting both ecological awareness and cultural identity through their
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creative endeavors (Panghal H et al., 2024). The exploration of Asir decorative designs through
the lens of popular environmental materials reveals a multifaceted methodological landscape that
has evolved over time. Numerous studies highlight a variety of approaches, from traditional
craftsmanship to innovative modern techniques, demonstrating a rich interplay between cultural
heritage and contemporary art practices. For instance, the integration of descriptive-analytical
methods has significantly contributed to understanding the aesthetic qualities of traditional Art
forms like "Qatt Al-Asiri," emphasizing local materials and techniques that yield vibrant results
(Giurlani W et al., 2024), (Giurlani W et al., 2024). This approach aligns with the emphasis on
authenticity within cultural expressions, addressing how traditional methods can inform modern
design practices.Furthermore, methodologies emphasizing cross-disciplinary collaborations
have proven effective in fostering innovative design solutions that incorporate environmental
sustainability. Research indicates that blending arts with sustainability principles, such as those
discussed in various workshops, reinforces the role of artistic expression in promoting ecological
awareness (Alahira J et al., 2024), (Pracucci A et al., 2024). This methodological shift
encourages designers to draw inspiration from local ecosystems, further enhancing community
engagement and cultural relevance (Panghal H et al., 2024).Additionally, the use of experimental
methodologies in crafting Asir decorative designs has fostered a connection to both community
identities and environmental elements. By employing hands-on experimentation with local
materials, artists can create new forms that resonate with both cultural narratives and current
environmental concerns, reinforcing local traditions while also addressing contemporary issues
(Pai H-Y, 2019), (Giurlani W et al., 2024). As highlighted in the discussions surrounding the
implementation of artistic interventions, there is a clear necessity for adapting established
practices to meet evolving societal and ecological needs, enhancing the methods used in this
dynamic field of study (Shi X et al., 2024), (Yasser Saeed Mohammed Al-Qahtani, 2019), .
Overall, the methodological diversity in creating Asir decorative designs underscores the
importance of nurturing both cultural heritage and contemporary relevance through innovative
practices. Exploring the intersection of environmental sustainability and cultural identity
through decorative design in the Asir region necessitates a theoretical framework that integrates
various perspectives. The practice of using local materials to create decorative designs reflects a
commitment to sustainability, aligning with principles articulated in current literature on eco-art
and environmental consciousness (Giurlani W et al., 2024)(Alahira J et al., 2024). This approach
promotes not only the preservation of cultural heritage but also enhances community identity by
reinterpreting traditional art forms through modern environmental values (Giurlani W et al.,
2024). Theoretical perspectives on material culture further elucidate how the choice of materials
informs social practices and aesthetic expressions, underscoring the significance of context-
specific environmental resources (Pracucci A et al., 2024)(Panghal H et al., 2024).Gender studies
also play a crucial role in this discourse, as women in the Asir region have historically been the
custodians of decorative traditions (Pai H-Y, 2019). Their active participation in creating designs
using environmentally friendly materials redefines their agency while preserving cultural
practices (Shi X et al., 2024)(Cornish F et al., 2023). Furthermore, insights from anthropology
highlight the interaction between environment and artistic expression, illustrating how materials
sourced from the local landscape are imbued with cultural meaning (Yasser Saeed Mohammed
Al-Qahtani, 2019). Conversely, critiques arise regarding the risk of commodifying traditional art
forms, potentially undermining their cultural significance (Asad MM et al., 2021). Thus,

ESIC | Vol. 8.1 | No. S1 | 2024 151



El Zahraa Ahmed El wer

literature suggests a balanced approach that respects the integrity of cultural expressions while
encouraging innovation in materials and techniques (Anantrasirichai N et al., 2021). Ultimately,
the synthesis of these theoretical perspectives enriches the conversation surrounding the creation
of Asir decorative designs, positioning them within a broader narrative of sustainability and
cultural resilience (Cimpoi M et al., 2014)(Alahira J et al., 2024). The literature on creating Asir
decorative designs through the experimentation with popular environmental materials reveals
crucial insights into the intersection of traditional craft and sustainable artistic practices. Central
to this exploration is the rich cultural heritage of the Asir region, particularly exemplified by Qatt
Al-Asiri, which serves as a foundation for innovative approaches to design. The findings suggest
that the integration of local materials not only honors traditional artistic forms but also cultivates
a heightened ecological awareness among artists and communities alike (Giurlani W et al.,
2024). Furthermore, the successful and vibrant application of these materials demonstrates their
potential to initiate a revival of traditional practices while empowering local identities and
addressing contemporary environmental challenges (Alahira J et al., 2024).The main theme of
this review highlights how the interplay between environmental consciousness and artistic
expression in the Asir region sets a precedent for sustainable design practices, fostering both
aesthetic and ethical considerations in the creation of decorative art. By embracing local
materials, artists can produce works that resonate with cultural narratives, thereby bridging the
gap between heritage and modernity (Yasser Saeed Mohammed Al-Qahtani, 2019). However,
alongside these promising insights, the literature acknowledges significant limitations,
particularly the lack of comprehensive methodologies available to artisans experimenting with
these materials, as well as a deficiency of longitudinal studies evaluating the sustainability of
these artistic practices over time (Zhou L et al., 2024)(Shi X et al., 2024). Broader implications
of this investigation foster a deeper understanding of how art can function as a transformative
vehicle for community identity, education, and sustainability. The deployment of
environmentally conscious design practices not only raises awareness of ecological issues within
art but also propels socio-economic development through the revitalization of traditional crafts
(Giurlani W et al., 2024)(Pracucci A et al., 2024). Moreover, by producing art that is
simultaneously reflective of cultural heritage and responsive to contemporary issues, artists can
leverage their work to promote environmental sustainability while sustaining local economies
(Pai H-Y, 2019). This multifaceted engagement forms a compelling argument for incorporating
artistic endeavors within the broader framework of sustainable development in the Asir
region.Future research should seek to fill the identified gaps with more robust methodologies
that detail the processes and frameworks employed by artists using environmental materials
(AlahiraJetal., 2024). Additionally, studies could benefit from examining the long-term impacts
of these artistic practices on community cohesion and environmental health, elucidating how
these forms of material expression can be systematically evaluated and integrated into
educational curricula (Panghal H et al., 2024). Furthermore, addressing critiques surrounding the
commercialization of traditional art forms is essential; future inquiries should investigate how to
balance innovation with the preservation of cultural integrity, thus ensuring that Asir decorative
designs do not lose their significance amid globalization (Luo Y et al., 2023)(Martina de Witte
et al., 2021).Ultimately, the synthesis of findings from this literature review on Asir decorative
designs serves as a foundational step towards broader discussions regarding the roles of art,
culture, and environmental sustainability. By fostering interdisciplinary approaches that engage
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educators, artists, and community members, further studies can help inspire innovative practices
that maintain cultural heritage while driving the movement towards sustainability within the arts
(Cimpoi M et al., 2014).

Image 2: Pictures of the artist Abdul Wahab Al-Almai explaining the Asir women’s dress..
transformed from pictures to paintings

3. Methodology

Given the urgent need for environmentally sustainable design practices, particularly within the
context of cultural heritage and contemporary art forms, research into creating Asir decorative
designs using popular environmental materials is becoming increasingly relevant. This relevance
stems from a growing acknowledgment of the significance of balancing tradition with modernity
in the art and design landscape. Traditional crafts such as Qatt Al-Asiri, which boasts a rich
history and cultural significance, face challenges in maintaining relevance in modern contexts,
leading to a pressing inquiry on how local artisans can innovate while honoring their heritage
(Giurlani W et al., 2024). This challenge does not only involve the preservation of techniques
but also encompasses the incorporation of modern materials and sustainability principles. The
research problem centers on the need for systematic methodologies that allow for the
experimentation and integration of environmental materials into traditional decorative practices,
ensuring that these age-old crafts can evolve without losing their essence. The objectives of this
study are to identify suitable local materials, evaluate their functional and aesthetic properties in
the context of Asir decorative art, and implement experimental design processes that engage
artisans in a dialogue between tradition and innovation (Zhou L et al., 2024). This dialogue is
vital, as it facilitates the exchange of ideas, techniques, and materials in an effort to reimagine
how traditional crafts can exist harmoniously within contemporary art paradigms.By utilizing
methods such as hands-on workshops and collaborative design sessions, this research endeavors
to foster a creative environment where artisans can explore the potential of new materials,

ESIC | Vol. 8.1 | No. S1 | 2024 503



El Zahraa Ahmed El wer

bridging the gap between historical techniques and contemporary demands (Pracucci A et al.,
2024). These workshops will not only serve as a platform for skill development but also
encourage artisans to experiment with sustainable materials in a supportive setting, thus
encouraging them to push the boundaries of their creative practices. The significance of this
section lies in its potential contributions to both academic discourse and practical applications in
the field of sustainable design. By examining the methodologies used in similar research, such
as that presented in the analysis of urban craftsmanship (Pai H-Y, 2019), this study adopts a
participatory approach that emphasizes community involvement and knowledge sharing
(Panghal H et al., 2024). This participatory framework can empower artisans by valuing their
insights and integrating their knowledge into the research process, thereby validating their
experiences and expertise. The chosen methodologies align with established practices in the
field, allowing for a robust framework that not only honors traditional craftsmanship but also
promotes ecological sustainability.Successful case studies, such as the innovative use of local
resources in eco-friendly practices (Alahira J et al., 2024), provide a compelling justification for
this approach, demonstrating its capacity to yield positive social and environmental outcomes
(Shi X et al., 2024). Furthermore, the integration of qualitative assessments, such as interviews
with artisans and feedback sessions, enhances the research by capturing nuanced perspectives on
the use of environmental materials in traditional settings (Cornish F et al., 2023). These
assessments will help identify potential barriers artisans may face and elicit their opinions on
sustainability, allowing for a more comprehensive understanding of the craft scene. Through this
detailed exploration of methodologies, the research aims to highlight the importance of
adaptation and innovation in preserving cultural heritage, ensuring that Asir decorative designs
remain vibrant and relevant in a contemporary context . As such, this methodological framework
will not only contribute to academic discussions about the future of traditional crafts but also
have practical implications for artisans and communities striving for a sustainable future (Luo Y
et al., 2023). By advancing this unique dialogue, the study seeks to inspire future generations to
embrace both their cultural heritage and the necessity of sustainable practices in design (Asad
MM et al., 2021). As evidenced by previous findings in the literature, engaging deeply with the
creative process can lead to transformative outcomes in how materials are perceived and utilized
in decorative arts (Martina de Witte et al., 2021). Thus, the research not only seeks to contribute
to theoretical frameworks but also aspires to effect tangible change within the artisan community,
paving the way for a more sustainable approach to traditional craftsmanship.

Table .1 Environmental Materials in Decorative Design

Material Usage Source Environmental Impact
Percentage
Recycled Plastic 35% Global Recycling Foundation (2023) Reduces landfill waste
Bamboo 25% International Bamboo and Rattan | Fast-growing, carbon-negative
Organisation (2023) resource
Organic Cotton 20% Organic Trade Association (2023) Reduces chemical pesticide use
Hemp 15% Hemp Industries Association (2023) Sustainable, requires less water
Natural Wood 5% Forest Stewardship Council (2023) Renewable when sourced
sustainably
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Image.3 One of the paintings of the artist Ibrahim Al-Almai, in which he used the Asir cat

This research was applied to female students at King Khalid University by integrating the
principles of artistic sustainability and the combination of materials into the curricula within the
visual arts courses. This can be achieved through practical projects that focus on recycling local
materials, and taking advantage of modern technologies such as digital printing and collage art
and the accompanying combination of materials of various types and layered accumulation to
produce artworks that reflect cultural identity in contemporary ways. Applied workshops can
also be organized to enhance female students’ awareness of the importance of sustainable art and
its role in reducing environmental waste, while motivating them to draw inspiration from Asir
heritage and employ it in modern designs. Thus, the research contributes to developing female
students’ creative and environmental skills, and enhances their ability to think critically and
innovate in the fields of visual arts.

Technical analysis of selected works by Asiri students:

Selections from various artistic works by students will be addressed and analyzed through a set
of axes:

First: Descriptive analysis: It includes
. Description of the artwork.
. The material used.

Second: Structural analysis of the design, which includes the elements and vocabulary of the
artwork:

. Technical and aesthetic analysis.
. Symbolic and cultural connotations of the elements.
. The techniques used.

First artwork:
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Description of the artwork.

The painting is executed on a 40*60 canvas, combining realistic plastic art
using collage and a geometric decorative style inspired by Asir art. An elderly
woman appears looking out of a window surrounded by colorful engravings
and decorations, where her realistic features stand out amidst the rich
decorative frame

Main personal visual elements:

A realistic embodiment of an elderly woman, whose features reflect time and
life experience.

Using collage or digital printing techniques with added colors adds a sense
of life and a fusion of tradition and modernity.

Technical analysis

Composition:

The balance between realistic and decorative elements enhances the
aesthetics of the work.

The woman's position in the window makes her a strong visual attraction,
while the surrounding decorations create a visual frame for her and the
painting is based on vertical and diagonal axes and a pyramidal structure.
Contrast:

There is a clear contrast between the fine details of the woman's face and the
solid geometric design.

The use of bold colors with a dark background enhances the prominence of
the decorations and details.

Texture:

The diversity of materials used can be observed, as some parts appear to be
prominent, suggesting the use of 3D modeling or printing techniques.

Symbolic and cultural connotations:

The elderly woman: represents heritage and history, and reflects social values
associated with wisdom and experience.

Geometric decorations: express Asir heritage and folk art characterized by
precision and regular repetition., which are repeated on each edge of the
decorative panel are regular repetitions of the triangle, also using zigzag,
intersecting and straight lines, thus achieving a regular and irregular rhythm
through unity and diversity in the distribution of elements.

The window and wooden barrier (traditional mashrabiya): may symbolize the
relationship between the past and the present, and openness to the outside
world while preserving traditions.

2526
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Symbolic and cultural connotations:

The elderly woman: represents heritage and history, and reflects social values
associated with wisdom and experience.

Geometric decorations: express Asir heritage and folk art characterized by
precision and regular repetition., which are repeated on each edge of the
decorative panel are regular repetitions of the triangle, also using zigzag,
intersecting and straight lines, thus achieving a regular and irregular rhythm
through unity and diversity in the distribution of elements.

The window and wooden barrier (traditional mashrabiya): may symbolize the
relationship between the past and the present, and openness to the outside
world while preserving traditions.

Cultural and social dimension

Supporting the continuity of Asir heritage by re-presenting it in contemporary
and environmentally friendly ways.

Aesthetic impact

Achieving a balance between modernity and authenticity by integrating
traditional materials with modern artistic techniques.

Artistic message

Promoting awareness of sustainability in art and highlighting the relationship
between humans and the environment through artwork.

Second artwork:

Description of the Artwork

The artwork depicts an elderly man wearing traditional attire, shown
in a contemplative posture while holding his cane. He is surrounded
by geometric patterns and richly colored traditional textiles. A
distinctive feature of the artwork is the use of real materials, such as
fabric and embroidered threads, with an actual piece of shemagh
(traditional headscarf) incorporated into the painting, adding a
tangible and interactive dimension.

Visual Elements

. Colors: A warm color palette of red, yellow, and orange
dominates the background, evoking a sense of warmth and
authenticity. The contrast between the vibrant background and the
subdued clothing creates a balanced composition.

. Lines: The background features geometric and decorative
lines inspired by Bedouin textiles, creating a rhythmic visual pattern.
. Texture: The combination of paint and real materials

(fabric and embroidery) introduces a rich tactile experience,
enhancing both visual and sensory perception.

ESIC | Vol. 8.1 | No. S1 | 2024
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. Space and Depth: The use of actual fabric elements adds a
three-dimensional aspect, increasing realism and engagement with the
viewer.

Artistic Analysis

. Composition: Balanced, with the human figure as the focal
point, framed by intricate patterns and motifs.
. Techniques Used: A fusion of traditional painting (likely

using oil or acrylic) with real materials, giving the artwork a mixed-
media character.

. Lighting Effects: The shading and color gradations used in
the face enhance realism, while the contrast between light and shadow
adds depth.

4. Symbolic and Cultural Significance

. The Elderly Man: Represents wisdom and the living
history of traditions, emphasizing the role of older generations in
cultural preservation.

. The Shemagh: Symbolizes authenticity and deep-rooted
Arabian identity, strengthening the connection between the artwork
and its audience.

. Geometric Patterns: Reflect Bedouin and Asiri art,
showecasing traditional decorative heritage.

The Cane: May symbolize strength, wisdom, or contemplation of the
past, adding a philosophical dimension to the scene.

5. Techniques Used

. Material Fusion: A combination of realistic painting and
tangible materials such as fabric and embroidered threads.
° Three-Dimensional Visual Effect: The inclusion of real

elements like the shemagh and woven textiles enhances the tactile and
realistic appeal.

Partial Abstraction in the Background: The use of abstract patterns
gives the artwork a modern touch while maintaining a strong
traditional identity

6. Cultural and Social Dimensions

. The artwork highlights the importance of preserving
heritage by reinterpreting traditional patterns in a contemporary
manner.

. It reflects the connection between past and present,
utilizing modern techniques to showcase a culturally rich theme.
. The piece serves as a visual documentation of Saudi

cultural identity, bringing traditional symbols into a modern artistic
framework.

7. Aesthetic Impact

. The harmony between warm colors and diverse materials
creates a rich and immersive visual experience.
. The varied textures add a sensory appeal, encouraging

viewers to engage with the piece beyond mere observation.
The raised elements and depth effects introduce dynamism and a sense
of movement to the composition

8. Artistic Message

The artwork emphasizes the significance of heritage and cultural
identity, showcasing the beauty embedded in traditional elements. It
presents a contemporary artistic vision, blending realism with
abstraction, tradition with innovation, making it an effective tool for
reviving cultural heritage in a modern and engaging way.

Conclusion This piece is a remarkable example of how traditional art can merge
with modern techniques, integrating real materials with painting to
create a unique and engaging visual experience. It reflects the deep

2528 Evolutionary Studies in Imaginative Culture



(reating Asir Decorative Designs by Experimenting with Popular Environmental Materials

connection between individuals and their cultural identity, making it
an influential artwork in the realm of heritage-inspired contemporary

The third work

1. Description of the Artwork

synthesis, featuring a woman’s face, partially covered with a
floral-patterned scarf. Her expressive eyes remain uncovered,
conveying a sense of mystery and strength. The background is
filled with traditional decorative elements such as embroidered
textiles, ornamental threads, and golden coin-like embellishments,
all inspired by heritage art. The use of real fabrics and tangible
materials adds depth and a tactile quality to the piece.

2. Visual Elements

. Colors: The dominant red background symbolizes
strength, history, and culture. Gold accents enhance the sense of
richness and heritage, while black and white in the face create
strong contrast, emphasizing emotional depth.

. Lines: A combination of geometric and decorative lines
in the background contrasts with the fluidity of the scarf and facial
contours, balancing tradition with modernity.

. Texture: The interplay between soft fabric,
embroidered textiles, and metallic threads adds a sensory
dimension to the artwork.

. Composition: The focal point is the woman's face and
her expressive eyes, framed by cultural elements that enhance
visual interaction.

3. Artistic Analysis

. Material Synthesis: The artwork integrates realistic
portraiture with physical materials like fabric, metallic pieces, and
embroidery, creating a multi-sensory experience.

. Contrast: The stark black-and-white rendering of the
face against a vibrant background creates a dramatic visual impact.
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. Rhythm and Repetition: Repeated decorative motifs
and embroidered patterns contribute to the unity and cohesion of
the design.

4. Symbolic and Cultural Significance

. The Veiled Woman: Symbolizes modesty and tradition
while also highlighting the strength of female identity in Arab
culture.

. Expressive Eyes: Evoke deep emotions and hint at
untold stories behind the veil, enhancing the artwork’s sense of
mystery.

. Traditional Decorations: Represent national identity
and a strong connection to cultural heritage, reflecting the beauty
of local craftsmanship.

. Golden Embellishments: Suggest cultural richness and
historical depth, emphasizing the significance of adornment in
women’s societal roles.

5. Techniques Used

° Realistic Black-and-White Portraiture: The detailed
rendering of the face in monochrome creates a striking visual
contrast.

. Material Integration: The incorporation of textile
elements and decorative patterns adds realism and interactivity to
the piece.

. Layering: The use of overlapping fabrics on the canvas
enhances the three-dimensional quality of the work.
6. Cultural and Social Dimensions . The artwork reflects the deep connection between Arab

women and their cultural heritage while presenting a modern
interpretation of identity.

. It highlights the importance of traditional crafts and
their role in shaping visual and cultural identity.
. The piece contributes to the appreciation of traditional
attire, reinventing it as an artistic expression.

7. Aesthetic Impact D The intricate details and rich visual elements make the
artwork captivating.
. The contrast between the monochrome face and the
vibrant, colorful background adds depth and visual engagement.
. The integration of fabric and embroidery creates a

tactile experience, making the artwork both visually and physically
immersive.

8. Artistic Message

This artwork emphasizes the strength and identity of Arab women
within the framework of tradition and culture. It illustrates the
interplay between heritage and modernity, reviving traditional
artistry in a contemporary vision. It serves as a call to preserve
cultural heritage while reimagining it creatively, using art as a
bridge between authenticity and modern expression.
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1. Description of the Artwork
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The painting depicts a traditional scene featuring an Arab man
standing beside a camel adorned with embroidered fabrics and
golden decorations. Warm colors such as yellow and orange
dominate the background, creating a desert-like atmosphere.
Prominent elements include golden mesh and intricate traditional
embellishments on the camel.

2. Visual Elements

The artwork features a diverse range of visual elements, including
warm and vibrant colors, embroidered fabrics, and golden
accessories that reflect the richness of Arab heritage. Organic
shapes (the camel and man) contrast with geometric patterns in
the background.

3. Artistic Analysis

The artist balances warm and cool tones to achieve visual
harmony. The use of mixed media techniques, including fabric,
mesh, and metallic embellishments, adds depth and texture. The
overall composition is dynamic, guiding the viewer's eye through
various intricate details.

4. Symbolic and Cultural Significance

The camel symbolizes Bedouin heritage and desert travel, while
the ornate clothing signifies luxury and beauty in Arab culture.
The golden coins incorporated in the piece represent prosperity
and traditional identity.

5. Techniques Used

The artist employs mixed-media techniques, integrating
embroidered fabrics, metallic pieces, oil or acrylic paints, and
golden mesh. The inclusion of three-dimensional elements adds a
tactile quality to the artwork.

6. Cultural and Social Dimensions

The piece highlights Arab Bedouin heritage through a modern
artistic approach, emphasizing the importance of preserving
cultural identity. It also showcases traditional crafts such as
embroidery and textile art as integral aspects of cultural heritage.

7. Aesthetic Impact

The painting exhibits remarkable visual harmony through the
integration of warm colors and diverse materials, creating a sense
of movement and engagement. The intricate patterns and color
contrasts enhance its richness and unigueness.

8. Artistic Message

The artwork aims to celebrate the beauty of Arab Bedouin
heritage by merging traditional and contemporary art technigues.
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It also calls for the preservation and revival of cultural authenticity
through modern visual expression.

Fifth artwork:

1. Description of the Artwork

The artwork features an image of an Arab woman with
expressive eyes, partially covering her face with a
traditional fabric. The background consists of intricate
patterns and vibrant colors, blending painting, printing,
and mixed media techniques. The combination of realism
and decorative elements creates a visually dynamic
composition.

2. Visual Elements

The piece relies on contrasts between realism and
ornamentation. The background is divided into sections
with colorful patterns (green, blue, red, yellow), creating
a lively balance. Traditional embroidered fabrics add a
cultural dimension, while geometric designs and lines
reinforce a sense of heritage and authenticity.

3. Artistic Analysis

The artist skillfully merges realistic portraiture with
ornamental elements. There is a clear balance between the
intricate details of the fabric and the bold background
colors. Light and shadow effects create visual depth,
making the woman’s face the central focus of the
composition.

4. Symbolic and Cultural Significance

The vibrant colors and intricate patterns symbolize the
diversity of Arab cultural identity. The background
decorations are inspired by traditional architecture and
handwoven carpets. The golden details reflect heritage
and luxury, while the woman's hand partially covering her
face suggests modesty or mystery, adding emotional
depth.
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5. Techniques Used The artwork incorporates various techniques, including
digital printing, hand painting, gold leaf application, and
printed traditional embroidery. The combination of these
materials enhances the tactile and visual richness of the
piece.

6. Cultural and Social Dimensions The piece highlights the role of women in preserving
traditions and cultural heritage. It also showcases the
richness of traditional arts and their relevance in
contemporary artistic expressions.

7. Aesthetic Impact The artwork boasts a refined aesthetic, balancing intricate
details with bold colors. The use of gold leaf and
geometric patterns lends a luxurious feel, capturing the
viewer’s attention and inviting deeper contemplation.

8. Artistic Message . . . . -
The piece emphasizes cultural identity and pride in Arab

heritage, portraying women as carriers of tradition. It
encourages appreciation of the beauty found in
traditional decorative elements and expressive human
features.

4, Results

Exploration of traditional decorative design practices within the context of environmental
materials has gained increasing relevance due to the pressing need for sustainable development
in craft industries. The results of this study reveal how integrating local and popular
environmental materials into Asir decorative designs can resonate with both cultural heritage
and contemporary artistic expression. Through hands-on workshops, artisans successfully
experimented with various eco-friendly materials, leading to the creation of innovative
decorative items that reflect traditional Qatt Al-Asiri aesthetic principles. Key findings illustrate
a marked improvement in artisans' ability to merge these materials with traditional designs while
upholding the quality and visual appeal intrinsic to Asiri decorations. This aligns with previous
studies which have documented similar successful integrations of ecology and local
craftsmanship in other cultural contexts, highlighting the importance of community engagement
and sustainable practices ((Giurlani W et al., 2024), (Zhou L et al., 2024), (Pracucci A et al.,
2024)). Notably, the artisans demonstrated a refined understanding of material properties that
encouraged creative experimentation, confirming hypotheses that artisanal knowledge
significantly enhances sustainability efforts ((Panghal H et al., 2024), (Shi X et al., 2024)).
Comparative analysis with prior research underscores the effectiveness of utilizing local
resources in art and design education, suggesting a trend towards appreciating authenticity and
sustainable practices ((Cornish F et al., 2023), (Luo Y et al., 2023)). Moreover, findings from
this study resonate with observations made by various scholars, such as the need for cultural
revitalization through innovative means, confirming that environmental sustainability can be
achieved without sacrificing artistic integrity ((Asad MM et al., 2021), (Martina de Witte et al.,
2021)). The significance of these findings extends beyond academic discourse, highlighting
practical applications for artisans and community stakeholders in preserving their heritage
through environmentally conscious methods. The outcomes of integrating popular
environmental materials into Asir decorative designs not only advance sustainable art practices
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but also stimulate local economies by fostering appreciation for traditional crafts
((Anantrasirichai N et al., 2021), (S Tiwari, 2024)). This research reinforces the necessity of
interdisciplinary collaboration, echoing calls from previous studies for recognizing the symbiotic
relationship between culture, craftsmanship, and ecological awareness ((Zhang Y et al., 2024),
(Walia M et al., 2024)). Finally, the successful experimentation with popular environmental
materials will serve as a model for future efforts to innovate within the craft sector, ensuring that
traditional techniques remain relevant in contemporary society while promoting sustainability
((Huang J et al., 2024), (Cardoso A et al., 2024)). Overall, these findings advocate for the
prioritization of sustainability and cultural heritage within the broader discussions of art and
design.

Tabie.3 Environmental Materials Usage in Decorative Design

Material Usage Percentage | Source Benefits

Recycled Paper 30% Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) | Biodegradable, low cost, versatile
2023

Bamboo 25% Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 2023 Rapidly renewable, strong, lightweight

Glass 20% Glass Packaging Institute (GPI) 2023 Recyclable, durable, aesthetic appeal

Natural Fabrics | 15% Textile Exchange 2023 Biodegradable, breathable, sustainable

(Cotton, Jute)

Reclaimed Wood 10% National Association of Home Builders | Unique aesthetics, reduces
(NAHB) 2023 deforestation

5. Discussion

In examining the integration of popular environmental materials into Asir decorative designs, it
is essential to situate these findings within the broader context of sustainability in design
practices. The current global focus on fostering sustainable development underscores the
necessity for innovative methodologies that blend traditional craftsmanship with eco-friendly
materials, a critical objective that the study successfully addresses. The results demonstrated that
artisans in the Asir region effectively experimented with these materials, leading to a renewed
appreciation for local craftsmanship while adhering to contemporary ecological standards. The
artisans not only managed to preserve traditional Qatt Al-Asiri motifs but also successfully
integrated them into modern design contexts. This synthesis is particularly relevant as previous
research suggests that the incorporation of local and sustainable materials enhances the aesthetic
appeal and cultural significance of craft products (Giurlani W et al., 2024). Moreover, the ability
of artisans to navigate the complexities of material properties and adapt these to traditional
designs reinforces findings in the literature that emphasize the importance of experiential
knowledge in the crafting process (Zhou L et al., 2024). Furthermore, the study's insights
correlate with the growing body of work advocating for the integration of sustainable practices
in artistic endeavors, demonstrating that such innovations are not only beneficial but necessary
for the craft's future viability (Pracucci A et al., 2024). Previous studies have indicated that when
artisans engage with sustainable materials, they not only enhance the visual appeal of their work
but also contribute to their economic resilience within a rapidly changing market environment
(Panghal H et al., 2024). The findings highlight theoretical implications as well, suggesting that
existing design models must evolve to incorporate sustainable methodologies effectively,
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reflecting contemporary societal values regarding the environment (Shi X et al., 2024).
Moreover, practical implications arise from the study’s focus on community involvement and
education, asserting that educating artisans about sustainable practices can lead to better product
development and market reception (Cornish F et al., 2023). As seen through case studies of
successful projects that embrace sustainability in their production techniques, this research
supports the notion that community-based approaches in crafts can thrive alongside
environmentally responsible practices (Luo Y et al., 2023). The study's alignment with existing
research underscores the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration in crafting sustainable
design solutions (Asad MM et al., 2021). Ultimately, the positive interplay of tradition and
innovation observed in the Asir region illustrates the potential for expansive growth within the
cultural sector focused on sustainability, paving the way for future research and development in
this unique area of design (Martina de Witte et al., 2021).

Table. 4 This bar chart illustrates the effectiveness of various aspects related to the integration
of eco-friendly materials into Asir decorative designs. The chart displays the effectiveness
percentages for five key areas: community engagement, artisans' ability to experiment, cultural
heritage preservation, impact on local economies, and the integration of eco-friendly materials
itself. This information emphasizes the positive impacts of utilizing sustainable practices while
honoring traditional craftsmanship.

Impact of Integrating Eco-Friendly Materials into Asir Decorative Designs

Impact on Local Economies 70
- Cultural Heritage Preservation 80
2
I
o
2z
< }
% Community Engagement 90
]
]
@
=
<
Artisans' Ability to Experiment 85
Integration of Eco-Friendly Materials 75
0 20 40 60 80 100

Effectiveness Percentage (%)

6. Conclusion

In summary, this dissertation provided a thorough examination of the integration of popular
environmental materials within Asir decorative designs, revealing the potential for revitalizing
traditional craftsmanship through contemporary eco-friendly practices. By exploring the
experiments conducted with various materials, the research effectively addressed the central
problem of how to adapt traditional Asir matifs in light of modern sustainability challenges. The
findings suggest that artisans successfully merged their rich heritage with innovative techniques,
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thus enhancing both cultural significance and environmental responsibility in their art (Alahira J
etal., 2024). The implications of this research extend beyond academic discourse, as it highlights
the importance of employing sustainable practices in the design field, motivating artists and
designers to re-evaluate material selection and production methods (Shi X et al., 2024)(Luo Y et
al., 2023). Additionally, these findings provide valuable insights into the role of traditional crafts
in addressing contemporary environmental challenges, offering a model for cultural preservation
while fostering sustainable practices . In terms of future work, it is recommended that further
research explores the long-term impact of these designs on local economies and community
engagement, potentially focusing on the economic viability of using sustainable materials in
broader markets (Zhang Y et al., 2024). Investigating how digital technologies can aid artisans
in promoting their work and preserving their heritage is another fruitful area for study
(Anantrasirichai N et al., 2021). Furthermore, a comparative analysis of similar traditional crafts
across different cultures may reveal more universal applications of the findings, enriching the
global dialogue on sustainability in the arts (Pracucci A et al., 2024)(Huang J et al., 2024).
Ultimately, this research sets the stage for ongoing exploration into how the fusion of tradition
with modernity can inform sustainable practices in decorative arts, thereby enhancing the role of
artisans as stewards of both cultural heritage and environmental responsibility. As highlighted,
the involvement of community-driven initiatives can significantly bolster public awareness of
sustainable design, serving as a model for other regions grappling with similar challenges (Asad
MM et al., 2021). There is also a pressing need for policy frameworks that support artisans in
adopting these environmentally friendly practices (Stuff L, 2021), ultimately reinforcing the
connection between cultural expression and sustainable development (N/A).
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